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Im 2007, Srithtowan became the first Bast Coast
town to shift its refuse frucks (22) off diesel fusl
made from petreleurn, most of it imported, and
inte domestically produced nofural gas. Over the
T-year pericd of its contracts with four pAivate cort-
ers, the Town's estimofed fuel savings per home
par yedr excesd the incremental cost of the new
reatural gaois frucks. In addition, Smithfcwn forecasts
thot residents will ovoid exposure over the term of
the contracts to 245 tons of nitrogen cxdes and 15
tons of soot.

Srifhtown's sucoess has influenced other fowns on
Long Elond including Brockhowen, Oyster Bay, and
Hunfington, to invest in nofural gas vehicles. Maost
recently, an owaord of $15 milion fo the Greater
Leng Eland Clean Cities Coalition, will ossist towns
to purchase refuse 43 nofural gas refuse frucks and
44 other natural gas frucks. In addifion, natural gos
powers all 330 of Long Eland 's municipal fransit
buses and o school bus fleet in Long Beoch.

The spread of natural gos as the fuel of choice

for municipal fleets may, however, lkbe only the

first stage of a fronsition to a truly sustainakle fusl,
acoconding o Energy Vision, o national nonprofit
argonzofion heod-guaortered in Mew York Cily. Any

vehicle thot vses nofural gas can go all the wony
14

il

el
£

on Islaﬁrd’s

i

R-F

to sustainabkblity by shifting fo bicmethane, once
these supplies ore ovailakle. Biomeathane is exactly
the same thing as notural gas, except that you
rmake it by processing organic wostes.

Russell k. Bamelt, Smithtocwn's director of erviron-
rment and wotersays, and others on Long Eland
are now exploing what it would fake o develop
picmethane from househcld, yord, and commer-
cial wastes thot are presently hauled hundreds

of miles of greot expense ocros:s New York and
Pennsylvania fo be bured in Ohic. They are begin-
ning fo lock into the possiblity that locally-sited
anaerckic digesfion of Long kElond's most plenti-
ful “picrmoss” resource could yield at least five
economic and envircnmental benefits for Long
lsland communities: reduced waste disposal costs;
“green” jolos; sustainakle fuel supplies; heating for
local facilifies; and ferilzer for parks, golf courses,
acind vineyords,

sweden, France, Austria, Moravay, Spain, and cther
Eurcpean noficns are aheod of fthe US in devel-
cping bicmethane fuel for wrban fleets of trucks
and buses. However, biomethans production is in
eqry stages in the U3, boosted oy resecarch and
prochice demonstrating this fuel's commencial

and environrmerntal merits, and facilifated by the
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widespread distribution of waoastes from winich i
omethane can be produced.

Strotegies used by Long lsland communities to
rmicve toward sustainakble vehicle fuel is the sulp-
ject of a new stuedy by Energy Vision. “We believe
thot Long kEland towns are showing how to pick
up the poce of progress in breaking this country’s
dangerous addiction o petroleum, protecting
pulblic healih, ond stirmulating “green” business,”
says Joanna D, Underwood, EV president. “Energy
YWEion seeks o encouwage other communities in
the NYC area to odapt the Long sland model. We
also hope to educaote policy makers to see the
uvrgency of developing stronger long-term incen-
fives to support these nitiofives.”

Gail Richardscn

WP for Progrorms, Energy Yision
Welp site: wann enargy-vision.ong
Email: info@energy-vision.org
Tel: 212-225-0225



